
IS THIS WALK 
FOR YOU?
Terrain
Stiles None
Suitable for 
most abilities

PLANNING
Start/Parking
Leanchoil Hospital
Parking at Council 
Wood Car Park
Grid Ref: NJ049581
Refreshments
Town Centre
Public Toilets 
High Street
Public Transport
Bluebird Buses from 
Inverness/Aberdeen
Scotrail from 
Inverness/Aberdeen

MAPS
Ordnance Survey 
Landranger 27

GEOCACHES
Room For A View
Water of Life
(Dallas Dhu) 
Dava Way 1
Dava Way 2
Dava Way 3

A circular walk along 
minor roads and footpaths 
which starts from Leanchoil 
Hospital at the southern 
edge of Forres, includes 
stunning views from the 
Califer Viewpoint, skirts 
the edge of the Rafford 
Community and returns 
to Forres along the Dava 
Way disused railway and 
provides a view of the 
Forres, Burn of Mosset, 
Flood Alleviation Scheme.  
A shorter circular route 
of four miles starting 
from Rafford Church that 
includes the Viewpoint is 
also described below.

This walk is NOT way 
marked.  Walkers are 
responsible for their own 
navigation and use of 
the tracks and footpaths 
under the Scottish 
Outdoor Access Code. 
See   www.outdooraccess-
scotland.com 

The walk can be 
undertaken in either 
direction.  These directions 
take the walker clockwise 
as the 2.6 mile road 
section is undertaken at 
the outset.  Take great 
care on the narrow roads! 

Public transport Bus No 
336 is available to the start 
point at Leanchoil Hospital 
which is one mile south 
of the Town Centre on the 
B9010.  Free car parking 
is available 100 yards 
beyond the hospital at the 
Council Wood Car Park. 

Starting at Leanchoil 
Hospital (NJ 049581), 
head away from Forres 
along St Leonard’s Road 
keeping to the footpath at 
the left side of the road.  

Heading down from Califer Hill
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A circular walk to the summit of Califer Hill, with itʼs 
fine views of the Moray Firth and the Sutherland Hills, 
returning via Lower Rafford and the Dava Way.

12km/8miles  5hrs

The walk

Califer Hill/Rafford

FORRES FOOTPATHS TRUST

This leaflet uses map data licensed from Ordnance Survey® with 
the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 
©Crown Copyright. Licence No 100042833

As the footpath comes to an 
end continue straight ahead 
for some 200 yards then 
bear left on the minor road 
(NJ 055579).    Continue 
straight ahead at the cross 
roads.  Follow this minor 
road passing Newforres 
Farm on your left and as you 
curve left and uphill you will 
pass Newforres Quarry on 
your right.  

Continue along the minor 
road to the cross roads 
(NJ 073575) where you 
go straight ahead (shorter 
circular route from Rafford 
Church joins at this point). 
The minor road can be seen 
climbing the hill in front of 
you by zig zag bends.  To 
your right you can see the 
tower and remains of Blervie 
Castle which was built in the 
1600s.  You will be able to 
see the tower for much of 
the walk.

Follow the minor road up 
the hill and about a 1⁄4 of 

a mile after it straightens, 
at the crest, you will see 
a brown, viewpoint sign 
pointing off the road to 
the left.  Turn left and 
enjoy a rest on the seat 
and the panoramic view of 
Forres and the Moray Firth 
(NJ 084572).  A viewing 
platform indicates directions 
and the distance to places 
that may be seen.  

The vista provides ample 
reward for the effort of the 
climb and the 2.6 miles that 
you have walked so far.

Return to the minor road 
and retrace your steps by 
turning right and walking 
back some 200 yards until 
you see a track on your 
left signed Califermoss 
and Laverock Height (NJ 
082570).  

Take this track and then take 
the right fork at the two Y 
junctions until you pass two 
houses on your right and 

cross over a stream at 
Burnside (NJ 084564).

Turn right, signposted 
Sourbank and Rafford.  
Follow the footpath 
downhill passing through a 
metal gate at the bottom.  
The path can be slippery 
when wet.  Continue 
straight ahead and shortly, 
when the road turns sharp 
left, continue straight 
ahead into a grassy lane 
(which might appear to be 
a private drive) passing 
Parkview bungalow on 
your left and the small 
Sourbank pumping station 
on your right (NJ 075561).  

Continue on the path 
as it curves to the right 
with the stream running 
alongside on your right.  
At T junction turn right 
joining a farm track.  Just 
before you reach the farm 
buildings at Granary take 
the right track, keeping 
the buildings on your left 
and cross over a wooden 
bridge. 

Continue on the farm track 
with good views of Blervie 
Castle out to your right on 
the horizon.

You will now be 
approaching Rafford 
Church (NJ 061563), with 
its distinctive tower. 

The church was built 
in 1826 with later 
alterations which include 

There are geocaches on/near this route (see below)

vi
si

t 
ou

r 
w

eb
si

te
: 

w
w

w
.f

or
re

sf
oo

tp
at

hs
tr

us
t.

or
g.

uk



a 
m

ag
ni

fic
en

t s
ta

in
ed

 
gl

as
s 

w
in

do
w

 in
 m

em
or

y 
of

 C
ap

ta
in

 G
al

lo
w

ay
 w

ho
 

w
as

 k
ill

ed
 in

 W
W

I. 
  J

us
t 

pr
io

r 
to

 th
e 

C
hu

rc
h 

ta
ke

 
th

e 
fo

ot
pa

th
 d

ow
n 

to
 th

e 
le

ft 
tu

rn
in

g 
le

ft 
w

he
re

 it
 

be
co

m
es

 h
ar

d 
su

rfa
ce

d 
un

til
 it

 m
ee

ts
 th

e 
ro

ad
.  

Ta
ke

 c
ar

e 
an

d 
cr

os
s 

th
e 

ro
ad

 p
ro

ce
ed

in
g 

st
ra

ig
ht

 
ah

ea
d 

on
 th

e 
ro

ad
 th

at
 

is
 s

ig
ne

d 
fo

r 
D

al
la

s 
D

hu
 

di
st

ill
er

y 
an

d 
Fo

rr
es

 v
ia

 
D

av
a 

W
ay

 3
1⁄2

 m
ile

s.
  

C
on

tin
ue

 o
n 

th
is

 r
oa

d 
as

 
it 

pa
ss

es
 b

un
ga

lo
w

s 
on

 
yo

ur
 le

ft:
 lo

ok
 b

ac
k 

fro
m

 
he

re
 fo

r 
a 

su
pe

rb
 v

ie
w

 o
f 

Ra
ffo

rd
 C

hu
rc

h.
  A

s 
yo

u 
le

av
e 

Ra
ffo

rd
 b

eh
in

d,
 th

e 
ro

ad
 s

tra
ig

ht
en

s 
an

d 
yo

u 
w

ill
 s

ee
 a

 r
ai

lw
ay

 b
rid

ge
 

cr
os

si
ng

 th
e 

ro
ad

 in
 th

e 

di
st

an
ce

.

Ju
st

 b
ef

or
e 

yo
u 

re
ac

h 
th

is
 b

rid
ge

 (N
J 

06
05

58
), 

tu
rn

 r
ig

ht
 a

nd
 fo

llo
w

 th
e 

si
gn

po
st

 m
ar

ke
d 

Fo
rr

es
 

vi
a 

D
av

a 
W

ay
 2

1⁄2
 m

ile
s.

  
W

al
k 

up
 th

e 
fo

ot
pa

th
 a

nd
 

co
nt

in
ue

 a
he

ad
 a

s 
yo

u 
jo

in
 

th
e 

pa
th

 a
lo

ng
 th

e 
di

su
se

d 
ra

ilw
ay

, n
ow

 d
es

ig
na

te
d 

th
e 

D
av

a 
W

ay
  –

 s
ee

 
w

w
w

.d
av

aw
ay

.o
rg

.u
k 

fo
r 

m
or

e 
de

ta
ils

. 

Yo
u 

w
ill

 s
ho

rtl
y 

cr
os

s 
ov

er
 

th
e 

M
os

se
t B

ur
n 

as
 it

 p
as

se
s 

un
de

r 
th

e 
em

ba
nk

m
en

t 
an

d 
th

en
 p

as
s 

th
e 

D
al

la
s 

D
hu

 d
is

til
le

ry
 o

n 
yo

ur
 le

ft:
 

it 
is

 a
 d

is
us

ed
 d

is
til

le
ry

, 
m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d 
in

 w
or

ki
ng

 o
rd

er
 

as
 a

 m
us

eu
m

 b
y 

H
is

to
ric

 
Sc

ot
la

nd
.  

Yo
u 

co
ul

d 
pa

y 
a 

vi
si

t o
r 

si
m

pl
y 

ta
ke

 a
 r

es
t a

t t
he

 
pi

cn
ic

 ta
bl

es
 p

ro
vi

de
d.

 w
w

w
.u

nd
is

co
ve

re
ds

co
tla

nd
.

co
.u

k/
fo

rr
es

/d
al

la
sd

hu

C
on

tin
ue

 a
lo

ng
 th

e 
ra

ilw
ay

 
un

til
 y

ou
 p

as
s 

un
de

r 
a 

br
id

ge
 (N

J 
03

65
74

). 
 H

er
e,

 
tu

rn
 s

ha
rp

 r
ig

ht
 a

nd
 c

lim
b 

th
e 

st
ep

s 
up

 to
 th

e 
tra

ck
 th

at
 

cr
os

se
s 

th
e 

br
id

ge
.  

Yo
u 

do
 

no
t c

ro
ss

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
br

id
ge

 
bu

t t
ur

n 
le

ft 
at

 th
e 

to
p 

of
 

th
e 

st
ep

s 
an

d 
af

te
r 

ab
ou

t 
20

0 
ya

rd
s 

tu
rn

 le
ft 

on
to

 a
 

tra
ck

 th
ro

ug
h 

w
oo

dl
an

d 
m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d 
by

 th
e 

Fo
rr

es
 

C
om

m
un

ity
 W

oo
dl

an
ds

 
Tr

us
t.

Ig
no

re
 tr

ac
ks

 th
at

 g
o 

of
f t

o 
th

e 
le

ft 
an

d 
co

nt
in

ue
 a

lo
ng

 
th

is
 w

id
e 

fo
re

st
 tr

ac
k 

w
ith

 th
e 

w
oo

dl
an

ds
 o

n 
yo

ur
 le

ft 
an

d 
op

en
 fi

el
ds

 o
n 

yo
ur

 r
ig

ht
.

As
 y

ou
 a

pp
ro

ac
h 

th
e 

D
am

 
th

at
 w

ill
 p

ro
vi

de
 F

or
re

s 
w

ith
 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
fro

m
 fl

oo
di

ng
 b

y 
th

e 
M

os
se

t B
ur

n,
 y

ou
 tu

rn
 

le
ft 

in
to

 th
e 

w
oo

dl
an

d 
an

d 
th

en
 a

lm
os

t i
m

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 

rig
ht

.  
Yo

u 
ha

ve
 jo

in
ed

 
an

ot
he

r 
of

 th
e 

Tr
us

t’s
 w

al
ks

 
w

ith
 y

el
lo

w
 w

ay
 m

ar
ks

.  
Ju

st
 

ov
er

 th
e 

cr
es

t, 
tu

rn
 r

ig
ht

 
ag

ai
n 

to
 jo

in
 a

 n
ar

ro
w

, 
ha

rd
co

re
 tr

ac
k.

 T
hi

s 
w

ill
 

br
in

g 
yo

u 
al

on
g 

th
e 

to
p 

of
 a

 r
id

ge
 w

ith
 th

e 
D

am
 

w
or

ks
 b

el
ow

.  
Th

is
 £

20
 

m
ill

io
n 

pr
oj

ec
t c

om
pl

et
ed

 
in

 A
ug

us
t 2

00
9 

is
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 fl

oo
di

ng
 o

f t
he

 
lo

w
er

 a
re

as
 o

f F
or

re
s 

by
 

re
ta

in
in

g 
flo

od
 w

at
er

 in
 th

e 
fie

ld
s 

up
st

re
am

 o
f t

he
 d

am
. 

Th
e 

pa
th

 w
ill

 le
ad

 y
ou

 d
ow

n 
to

 th
e 

M
os

se
t B

ur
n 

w
hi

ch
 

yo
u 

cr
os

s 
by

 th
e 

br
id

ge
 

an
d 

th
en

 c
lim

b 
up

 th
e 

fa
r 

si
de

 to
 tu

rn
 le

ft 
on

 a
 tr

ac
k 

th
at

 le
ad

s 
yo

u 
up

 th
ro

ug
h 

C
ha

pe
lto

n 
Fa

rm
 w

hi
ch

 is
 

no
 lo

ng
er

 a
 w

or
ki

ng
 fa

rm
.  

C
on

tin
ue

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

Fa
rm

 
jo

in
in

g 
th

e 
ta

rm
ac

 r
oa

d 
an

d 
st

ra
ig

ht
 a

he
ad

 y
ou

 w
ill

 
se

e 
yo

ur
 s

ta
rti

ng
 p

oi
nt

 o
f 

Le
an

ch
oi

l H
os

pi
ta

l. 
 

Sh
or

te
r 

C
ir

cu
la

r 
W

al
k 

fr
om

 R
af

fo
rd

 C
hu

rc
h 

– 
4
 

m
ile

s

Fr
om

 R
af

fo
rd

 C
hu

rc
h 

(N
J 

06
15

43
) r

et
ur

n 
to

 th
e 

B 
90

10
 a

nd
 tu

rn
 r

ig
ht

 
(to

w
ar

ds
 F

or
re

s)
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

ro
ad

 fo
r 

50
 y

ar
ds

.  
Tu

rn
 

rig
ht

 a
t t

he
 w

ar
 m

em
or

ia
l 

an
d 

co
nt

in
ue

 a
lo

ng
 th

e 
m

in
or

 r
oa

d 
pa

st
 B

le
rv

ie
 

C
as

tle
 u

nt
il 

yo
u 

co
m

e 
to

 th
e 

fir
st

 c
ro

ss
 r

oa
ds

 
(N

J0
73

57
5)

.  
H

er
e,

 y
ou

 
tu

rn
 r

ig
ht

 a
nd

 jo
in

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
ro

ut
e 

in
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 
ab

ov
e 

to
 w

al
k 

up
 th

e 
hi

ll 
to

 
th

e 
vi

ew
po

in
t. 

 T
he

n 
fo

llo
w

 
th

e 
in

st
ru

ct
io

ns
 u

nt
il 

yo
u 

re
tu

rn
 to

 R
af

fo
rd

 C
hu

rc
h.

  

TH
E 

V
IE

W
 F

RO
M

 C
A

LI
FE

R 
H

IL
L


